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Offendunt homines non cum Chriſti multa dicunt, 
ed cune addunt ſn : fre quippe incidunt ex mul- 
tloquio in falſiloquinm. Ambr. 
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Cn V2 2 s bath beene Paſtoret with | 
3 » 3 IF Writmgs falſely Fathe.. | 
CAD _ "- red upon men of Renown: 

There is ſevce an Age m which ma'y mſtances 
are pot grpen, Not onely Fathers, and Coun- 

cels,but Hiſtorians have beere ſtaffed from 
other mens Pens with aduburie concerts, Th 

Divell knowes that & [.abans ſheepe have 
concerped by the eye ; ſo men bavye beene apt 
peremptorily to conclude from the opimtons of 


A} their 


ERP better than I that the Church}. 


ern ———_ - 


— ——  — tO 


 therr great Maſters * Tnd men bave ſo cleaves 
(to the perſons of men, that they bave catched 
| up all ſhreds that bave falne from them with 


dead and corrupted th, lrpmg. It is mot there. 
fore alwates ſafe lo truſt polthume writings, 
ana toſay, This ſuch a man held , becauſe 
| we fiade it in theBooks publiſhed under 
| his name when hee 1s dead, Tet is there an\ 
Lexcellent uſe of ſuch Workes of good men, as}, 


The Epiſtle 


— 


admiration and reſ olution to follow them, This 
hath beene very off enfeve : it hath ſtagned the 


may truely bee affirmed to be their; ; though | 
| tone have brought them forth w/. enther owners | 
| have mbabited then erenmty, | 
|  Aow Buoks are of excellent worth(not to 
 fatisfke ſome greedy Tradeſmen , who 
'know how to valucthem for themſelves, 
| though otherwiſe they care not two 
| pence forthe Author, when their owne! 
turne 1s ſeryed) but to take up,and game, the 
| £yes, hearts ,and times of many ,who would reade 
none except they can read new ones. 

This here preſented is certainly the Authors! 
pretended . though wot for every word ( for 1 
| carmot promiſe that , from « Coppy which bath 


* paſſed 


mY 


PY 
— 


| to the Reader. 


paſſed through many bands \yet for the full ſub- , 
ſtance and ſence : and it is as certaie that it 
if new,and ſo apt to mvite unto it as a new fa- 


[ſhion, It ug wondred that it 5 ſo new , when | 
| many of the ſame Amtbors are ſs old, It ſurely | 
| might baye beene ſet m the front both for age, | 


and worth, It was preached before many of the | 
reſt ,and [avours of the Authors Learning o1{0- | 
deſty,Prety and Afﬀettions to leſus Chrilt, | 
and bis Church with us, But though it bath 
beene formerly negletted get now it 15 tendred in | 
the Authors owne words and hearty affetttuns 
ſo neare ar 1 could, You may ſee mn it a plum} f 
of the full $12 of Chriſt ond of that uſe which 


we make 0 / | 


him as we muſ} recerpe bem t: ſal 


vation, If it may doe any ſervice in the Church, 
I, inte whoſe hands it hath falne, am glad, If 
not yet 7 beſeech you, accept of my good mea- 
ning and be to meas f am te you aChriſuan , 
aiming more at the glory of Chriſt , and peace 
of the Chureh, than at my one profit, Fare- 
well. 
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q "I Summe 0 f this Sermon 1s this. 


I | 
| 
| 


"It propounds the fulneſſe of Chriſt, 
I 1 cIn relpeR of his Perſon oF uncreated, 
[Inrc eſpe of his Othces 1, created, 
A 1 c As a Prophet, 
< 24 AsaPrieit. 
| 2( Asa King, 
2 | In refpect of this ig htconſneſſe. 
4 In reſpec of his effects. 


} It maintaincs it above the fulneſle in the Saints, 


3 } 


[2 


| 
q 


applyes it it by fourc Corrallarics. Therefore 
- We muſt be invited to come to him, 
\W e mult aniwer 1t with fall a&Aions. 
3</\We muſt be fatished with full Chriſt. 
| 4 JWe mult comfort ou! lelves with the fuL 
( neſſeof Chriſt, againſt the fulneſſe of fin, 
pure unds the fulncſle of Chriſt for us, 
Which we mult recerve if ever we have it, 


It ap»vlyes it fi Ir Urection of 


1.5 Judgements above the receite of Grace. 
2 © Practile. 
1 C In not deferring our Repentance, 
2 \'n not being idle t hough wee are recci- 
Vers. 
; Jin going to him from whom we reccive. 
4. Ih being affected as receivers. 
1 ( Withthankfulneſle for all receits. 
2 , With humility becauſe we are recavers, 
; ( With begging grace by prayers both 
( Private, C Liturgics, 
yu lic! ©) Serformes. 
w! herof Eſteeme ofthem, 


TH! 


The Fulneſle of 


do LESESS ot 7 


Chriſt for Us, 


Or a Sermonupon 


Jonn 1. 16. | 


Of bis Fulneſſe wee have all received. 


grace for grace. 


AINT <Angnſtineſeemes to 
\ ſtand amazed at the myltery | 
gt which appeares in this Chap-' 
"FF ter. Calvire aith,thatGoddoth | 
& heare Thunder fo om on high, |.ito, 
935 Iunins faith, thathe was never | 
[trucke with an apprehenſion | 


| ofthe Deity, till he read this Chapter : affir- | 


ming ittobee the firſt, and chicfeſt cauſe of his | 


| converſion from A theiſme, roa \lincere _ 
| ang of Chriſtianity, Andin all this Chaprer, 1 
B 


FR 


hind 


Detongere ab 


"The Fuluſſeofo—o© | 


finde no richer and fuller ſentence than this, | 


which deſcribes Chriſts fulneffe for us : of his fol. | 
eſſe we have all received grace for grace. 
'Youmay bepleaſed to obſerve with me three 
arts. | 
; A fulneſſe given to Chriſt, | 
2 | Nota repletive fulneſſe here, but a defuſive | 
| fulneſſe ; thatis,nor ſhut upinhis owne | 
} bankes, butrunning over for our benefit | 
| anduſe. 
3 | Theſereceites areamplified from the variety | 
' ofrhem,Grace for Grace. | 


| 
| 1 


|} wWIneNt 16 5 t+ 


vento Chrilt 


L. 


In peiſon. 


That 15,Chriſt hath given us for all the graces 
| which he received ofhis Father for ns,graces an- 
| ſwerable. As the Seale is faid to give to the 
WaxePriat for Print, Character, for Character : 
or as the Father 15 ſaid to give co the childe | 
limbe forlimbe, member for member, {though 
not of the ſame bignefſe and proportion) ſo doth 
Chriſt rous in grace and trath. So that here 15 a 
ful! ſhop and many buyers and receivers ; choylſe 
of Wares andprecious Commodiries : or rather 
(rouſethe Scriptures phraſe)a full Table , many 
Guelts and variety ob6Diſhes, Of bis falmeſſe have 
we all received grace for grace. 

Note firſt, that ſalweſſe is given to Chrift , and 
chat1n foure reſpects : In regard of hisperſon, of 
| of his offices, of his righteouſneſſe, and ofhis ef- 
fects. 

In regard ofhis perſon he 37 full, with an uacrea- 
tedfſulneſſe, HMeſes couldhave no communion 
with this fulnefſe, butwith his Backe-parts, the 


© — 
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" Chrift for us. 


| effe&s ofhis Deity, as then ; bur the Deity it 

' ſelfe,which is faid ro dwell in him corporally, o! 

perſonally in his incarnation. He 1s tull with, 2 

created tulneſſe, with all created and exceilenc 

| good things, which Saint Fehr reduceth ro two 

(heads ; Firſt grace, which comprehendeth all 
the beauties and perfections of the will : fecond- 
| [/ra0h, which comprehendeth all the yvertues of 
the underſtanding. 

In regard of his Offices, 
of all treaſures of wiſedome and knowledge. S0 
that all lighe that the world ever had, came from 

him asa Prophet. All che myſteries tharever 
were declared to Saint Paxl, and Saint Jobm, 
came from him. All the revelations of Adam, 
Noah, Abraham, came from him, Thos all recet- 
ved their light from this Sanne , which from 
the very firſt moment of time,ſhone ro the darke ! 
World, withourſerting (more or lefſe ) though 
the darkneſſe comprehend irnor. AS a Prieſt, 
heis tull of favour with God, whereby hee hath 
audience alwaies : full of compaſſion co men 
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— 


| 


effects of this Deity : butin him are noe onely the | 


: 
: 


Gol. =, 


lohn t, 


as a Prophet he is full 


whereby hee is ready roentertaine any ſuit or ſui. 

' rers: full of merir, by which heis able ro prevaile 
1n all his requeſts and interceſſion. As a King, 

heis full of anthority. AU power is given unto | 

him, both in Heaven and Earth. He is full of 
ſtrength rodefend his ſervants, and relift hisene- | 
| mics, till hee hath made them his fooreſtoole. 
| Laſtly, he is full of royall muniticence, whereby 
| heis ready ro ſupply the wanrs of all his a 
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Why fulnefTe 


ISTIYEN 1ti®9s 


Chiit 


I 
In reſpeR of 


—_—_ 


and togive themin the enda full recompence of 


| reward, | 

3 | Inregardofhirrighteonſmeſe, this fulneſle is 
In righteoul-) 1rtribuged ro him : he is fall of all righreouſneſſe, | 
originall, attoall, active, paſlive, generall, and | 
| particular inall habits : whereby we have this be- | 


| nefit - Firſt, that he that was (ofull himſelfe, is 
able to helpe us, if we want love, faith, or any 
other grace : Secondly, by this we know whar a 


one- fall of love, patience, compaſſion , which 
may invite us tocome unto him : Thirdly,that 
though our righteonſneſſe be weak and ſmall, yer 
in him we are compleare, 

| In regardot hiseffetts and workes, rhis ful- 
neſſe is given tohim, hat there is ſcarce any adti- 
| on-which Chriſtever id, but you ſhall fnde a 


 fnlneſſe 1n1e. Ar the firſt miracle he ever wrought, ! 


| he filled fxe Water pors. with Wine. Afrter- 


: 
' 


Mediatour wee havero deale with, even-with | 


| wards he filled hve thouſand Gaeſts with fave | 


' Loaves and two Fitlhes, 


| andCwhich 1s the beſt fnlneſſe ) hee filled his 
| Diſciples with the- Holy Ghoſt on the day of 
| Pentecoſt,and afrer when, they were ſaid tobe full 
| of the Holy Ghoſt. 

Thas 15 there a falneſſe given ro Chriſt 


and in reſpect of us chiefely. 


corner ſtone; and therefore reaſun.good thar he 
ſhould be the faireſt ofthe building, 


_——_— 
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So hee hlled the Nets | 
| with Fiſhes, ſo as they were ready to breake - | 


: and 
there isreaſon for it,bothin reſpe& of himſelfe, | 


In reſpet of Chriſthimſelte,he was the chiefe 


He | 


C brift for us. 5 


He was the Prince of our ſalvation : there- | 
fore meet it was he ſhould be like Saxl,higher by | 
the head and ſhoulders, yea,tully exalted above all | 
Principalities and powers. 
{ In reſpet ofus chiefely, and our emprtineſſe;|] 2 
that with his fulneſſche might repleniſh us and jIn'r«(peR of 
our vacuity. Otherwiſe wee could neither have | i 
ſeene, nor receivedit ofhim. Not have feenc; | 
for the glorious beauty of the Divinity was too | 
bright forus robehold. Therefore it 1s reaſon | 
that it ſhould be pur in the Lanthorne, and vaile | 
of Chriſts humanity , that wee might bcholdir. | 
| Neither could wehave received ir : tor the Deity 
is an unacceſlible fountaine : therefore it is reaſon | 
| that Chriſts humaniry ſhould be a Ciſterne to re- | 

ceive it for oarnſe, and modell, | 
| Irmaybe you willfay thatSr, Stephen, and 0- Objettion, 
| ther Saints are faid to be full of the Holy Ghoſt as |Difterence be 


| x Y .. twirt Chrilts 
well as Cbriſt ; How then doe theſe rwo tuineſies \{1.<0c, and 


WO 


' differ > I anſwer, that they differ three waies.. land other+, 
Firſt , others are ſaid robe full according to| 4%, 
their meaſure,bur Chriſt above wea(wre. Vs, 


AS a lirtle diſh may be ſaid co be fullas well as Joh 3, 


the Ocean: fo they are filled according to the nar- 
[rowneſle of ther preſent capacity. Chriſt 
| was full according to all dimenſtons, length, 
depth,bredth,and heighr of fulneſſe. 
Seccndly,therewasm them a falneſſe of the 2 
veſſel}, but in Chriſt, # falneſſe ofthe Spring. In 4 - 
\them was a derived and participated fulnefſe, in', \ forrs, 
Chriſta fulneſſe ofa founraine proceeding from 
himſelte. T his is well exprefled by the Schoole- 
B 3 men, 


————— 
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T be fulneſſe of 


lenis Iontt a 


| for if 5ou takea dropor two from it, it is 10 


| 
| 


| 


| 
' 
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Application. 


Ce Arc invi- 
ed to come to 
Chriſtro rake 

F his full 


ap *+ 


| be made rich in Chriſtfilled with all knowledge, 


men, when they ſay,thac Chriſts, and the Saiats 
fulneſſe differ as fire, and things ſet on fire. The 
fulneſſe of the Ocean is too little roexprefle it: 


much the lefſe ; but the fulneſſe of fire is ſuch, as 
though youlight a th Torches at it, 1t 15 
not diminiſhed. 

Thirdly,their fulnefſe was in them comparicive- 
ly ; St. Stephen was full in comparion of otherleſ- 
fer Saints :butin Chriſt it is an abſolute fulneſſe 
without limirs,or compariſons. 

What ſhall we now deduce from hence for our; 
benefit? Foure conſequences. Firſt, that we ought 
to be invited tocome to Chriſt to rake of his tull 
heap. This Incentive. Pax! ofcen uſeth to inflame 
the deſires of theGentiles to come to Chrilt,even 
the riches of that fulneswhichis in him, w® in the 
falnes of time was expoſed to all commerszwhich 
was hidden before,but now (as he faith) fully re. 
vealed;ſeene before but in Types and Shadowes, 
now with oper: face;before preached ro a few,now 
to every creature under heaven :; before given 
by his Spirit by drops, but now he that aſcended 
up on high, and led captivity captive, hath 
ſo received for,and given gifts nnto men, that hee 
hath filled all things. Let ustherefore be exhor- 
ecd, when we heare of ſach a fulnefſe, nor ro rake 
the grace of God in vaine,bur labour to have our 
parts therein,that,with the Corinthians, we may 


and every grace. 
Content wenotour ſelves ro know this onely, 


(for 


—— 
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(hor that 15 our common faulr ro re{t in the noti- 
| on of ſuch things. without practiſe) bur goe to 
 Chriſt,as Bees roa Meddow full of flowers, as | 
Merchants ro the Irdies,that are full of Wines & | 
Spices, that you may experunentally feele your | 
ſelves rerurne from him full fraught with trea- 
fures of truth and grace. | 
In other things tulneſſe invites us much; Foſephs | 
full Barnes drew 1acob and his ſonnes downe into 
Egypt. Canaan was aland full of milke and hony, | 
and that invited the 1/raelites to ſreke it.” Sole | 
won; aboundance and fulnefſe of wiſedome invi- 
'red the Queen of Sheba tocome our of the Sourh 
| to his Courr. Inevery thing fulneſſe doth much | 
allure andaffeft, The Coverous man though hee 
| ſpend buc a little, yerhe delights ro take it from @ De pleno tote. 
| ſull heape. How mnch more then ſhould the ful» 7 «cerne. 
nefle of Chriſtworke in us, ſeeing there is1n him | 
nor onely a repletive, but a defuſtve falneſſe;nor | 
| onely plenty, but boanry ? | 
Burt. alas, If wee looke ro the actions and hives | 
' of men, wee ſhall finde that they ſeeke a fulnes in | 
| every thingelſe almoſt. A fulneſſe in pleaſure and | 
| delight ; a fulneſſein honour and preterment , | 
 afulneſſe in profit and worldly incomes ; but this 


_ —— 


| fall hony-combe is almoſt every where deſpiſed. 
Buthappy ishe the benr of whoſe heart God hath 
turned the right way, to ſceke a fulnefle of faith 
and wiſedome,a fulnefſe of the Holy Ghoſt. Hap- | 

y he, who cares nor to beempty of other things, 
ſohe be ful of theſe,to be a looſer in other things, + 


ſdhebeagainer in this. Such an one hath indeed 
| choſen} | | 


—_— 
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T be fulneſſe of 
| choſen the berter pare which ſhall neyer be taken 
' fromhim. 

. Secondly, we ſhould therefore anſwer the ful- | 
We muſt 2n- neſſe of Chriſt with a faineſſe of affetion fally to 
ſwer zhe ful- beleeveand truſtinhim, fully roloye and adore 
—— y es him, fully ro joy and delight in him. For it is 
|of aife&ion. gocd reaſon that the affections ſhould be anſwe- 
| rablero the Qbject. A little excellency deſerves at 
our hands a little love and clteeme , more excel- 
| lency more love; bur when there is a fulnefie of 
 excellency, we ought to proſecute it with all fal- 
| neſſe of atteCtions. 
| | Allexcellencyofthe creature in compariſon of 
this, isburadrop tothe Ocean, and as a ſparke 
ro the whole Elementof fire. If therefore wee | 
| proportion our atteCtions to the object ( which | 
| ought tobe the rale and uare of them)we mult | 
| beſtow upon the Creature but adrop of love and 
| delight, bur the full ſtreame of our affections | 
| ſhould ranne after Chriſt, 1n whomis all the ful- 

neſſe ofpertettion. 

Itts rrne, as men hiderreaſure from theeves | 
| under ſtraw,or ſome other baſe covering,ſo God 
| hiderh this full excellency from the World,under 
| a baſe our (ide, thathis ſecrcr ones only might find | 

it: and that others,(1rnely blinded) might nor ſee. 
| bur ſtumble ac it. So he 1d Chriſt him(elfe under at 
|Carpenters ſonne : lo he hideth divine myſteries 
imder the meanc Elements of Bread and Wine: 
| forthe wildome of Gods hid under the fooliſbnes 
| | of preaching, and under Sheep«skins, and Goat- 
| | Skins,/uch as the world was not worthy of: yet there 
Is 4 
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| Chrift for HS. 9 
| 15a fulneffe of excellency notwithſtanding. For 
| if ever wee ſaw beauty in the Sunne, Moone, 
Starres, Men, Women, or any thing elſe; all 
maſt bee more aboundantly in God, who is 
the Maker, giver, and Author of all theſc 
' things. As Davidrealoneth , Hee that made the 
| eze, ſhall not heſee? and be that made the eare, ſhall | 
| zot hee heare? So he that made theſe things ſhall 
| henot have them more eminently in himſelfe 2 | 
For as the worth and value of many pieces of fil- | 
ver is 1n one peece of Gold : fo all the petty ex- | 
| cellencies, which are ſcatrered abroad in the crea- | 
tures, are unired in God ; yea, all the whole | 
Volume of pertections which is ſpread through 
Heavenand Earth, 1s epitomized im him. Why 
doe wee not then with Saint Pax/, trample on 
| the glory of the World, for the excellent 
| knowledge of Chriſt 2 Why doe wee not with | 
David tarne our hearrs, eyes, and affeftions from | 
| beholding vanities, and pitch them all in him ? | 
| Why doe wee not recolle(t our affections, and 
| gather up our thapghts, which are ſcartered | 
abroad, and buſted about a thouſand rrifles , 
| and beſtow them all on him in whom 1s the | 
| fulneſſe of all excellency, beauty, and per-| 
| tection 2 
| Thirdly, let us alſo therefore bee content! 3. 
| with Chriſt , having our hearts ſatisfied with _ 
| him and his falneſſe. Firſt , in regard of (Gi fed with 
| ſpirituall things, goe not to the Brookes of full Chu. 
| Teman, the broken Ciſternes of Kowe , 25! 
Saints merits, Church Treaſures, and thelike, | 
| C For 


—_ _ _ 


IO 


The Fulneſſe of Hs 
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Col. 4. 
Chriſt is our 
fulnes iniem» 
porall things/ 


Pacuitas Yon 
ef «bſentia en- 
A 4 
titatrs ſed thts 
titatis dibite. 


Eccle. 1. 


| 


Rom. £ 


For if there bee a fulneſſe in Chriſt, that neederh | 
not, Jn him wee are compleat, Secondly, for 
remporall things, bee content with him alone: 
for he is our falnefle eyen in them alſo. 

For the berrer conceiving whereof, we muſt 
know that the firſt Adaw brought a generall | 
emptiveſſe overall the World. For though the 
world bee full of pompe and pleaſure, as Saint 
Toba calls them ( the lufts of the fleſh, the luſts of | 
theeye, and the pride of life ) yet properly it is | 
empty, becauſe it is not full of thar which ir | 
ſhould bee. Even as wee lay, a Well is empty | 
though ir bee full of ayre : fo all creatures, if 
not filled with that they ſhould be. For empri- 
neſſeis nor ſo much an abſence of entity, or of 
{omething that 15, bur of thar being that is de, 
and ſhould give hlling to that which ſhould be 
full. Hence therefore not onely the heart of 
man, bur all creatures alſo are faid to beempty . 
Vanity of vanities, ſaith Salomon, that is, empti- 
nefle of emprineſſe. The whole Creatigfisub- 
jed to vanity, laith Pax/, that is to efnptinefſe, 
Hence it is that the hearts of men are gor fa- 
tisfed with the world : but, as the Prophet 
ſpeaketh ; they cate and arenot full, chey drinke 
and cheir foule 1s empty : becauſe now the crea- | 
ture 1s as the Huske wichonrt the Graine, the 
Shell withour the Kernel] , full of nothing bur 
emprtineſſe ; and being empty of it ſelfe , cannot 
| give us latisfaction. 

But Chriſt the ſecond Adam hath filled all 
things againe. 4//in gll, that is, nor onely the 


hearts 
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hearts of men, but the things alfo. Ir is the neu- 

ter gender ( mwnir may) all andin all, 

Hence wee may obſerve, that many finde a 
want in the midſt of plenry : their hearts find 
' noreſt in all they enjoy, no fatisfattion ; with the 
| holy regenerate man it is much otherwile: 

| Though hee have bur a httle wealth with a lit- 
| tle food, yet there is a fulneſſe pur into that 
lirtle which maketh it fit to give him farisfacti- 

'on, This is che meaning of that in che Plalme, 

'A ſmall thing that therighteons hath, is better than 
great riches of the ungodly. The reaſon is, becauſe 
thar lictle being filled with the bleſſing of the 
ſecond Adam Chriſt , they finde a fulnefle, when 
the wicked finde an emprineſſe in their greateſt 
abundance. 

z4_ Laſtly, hence therefore iſſues ſingular com- 4 
'fort ; what though there bee a fulneſſe of ſinne |There isa ful- 
and guilt in us, yet is there a fulnefſe in Chriſt porter _ 
able to removeirand take it away. A fulneſſe of (lncd of fa. 
mercy to receive our ſupplications - a fulneſſe of 
merit to make aronement for our fowle(t 
finnes - a fulneſſe of favour roprevaile with his | 

' Father in any requeſts. If therefore there bee a | 

 falnefſe of Chriſt, (as there is) bee not diſcoura- 
ged. Though thy inne abound, yer( if thouturne |, 

| from ſinne to Chriſt) his grace abounds much | 

| more. Thou canſt not bee our of meaſure tintull, | 
as he 15 out of meaſure mercifull. | 

Remember burthe two meraphors uſed in the | 

Scriptures. I will ſcatter your linnes as a wift, | 

and they ſhall bee drowned in the botome of the | 

C 2 Sea. | 


Plal. 37, 


———— 
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Sea. Now, the Sunne, by reaſon of his force, 
| Can ſc atter the greateſt miſt, as well as the leaſt va- | 
| pour - and the Sea, by reaſon ofhis great vaſtnes 
| Can drowne the Mounraines aſwell as the Mole- 
| hills. So Chriſt, by reaſon of that valt fulneſle | 
| thar is inhim, is able, yea forward, and as | 
willing to. fo rgi ve the preareſt ſinnes as the 
leaſt: I ſay » 4s forward, and willing z for mer- 
cy, though itbee a qualityin us, yet 1t 15 4 na- 
turein him : now, what 15 narurall, there 15 no 


| 


: 


| 
| 


unwillingnefſe , nor wearinefle in that. The eye, 
| i6nNcr weary with ſecing, nor the eare with hea- | 
ring he objects. Therefore though our ſinnes be | 


| never ſo great, and many; yet ( 1t this con- | 
| dirion bee obſerved that wee lye in no knowne | 


| inne, that God bearing wirnefle to our conſci- | 


| ences, wee have a full and reſolute purpoſe not 
todce the leaſtevill, norro omir the leaſt good, | 


| 


in.a word, that wee make our hearts perfect | 


| with God inall things; for without this there is 
| no remiſhon of ſinnes )then they are not beyond | 
| the price that was paid for them, nor beyond the | 


grace of him with whom we have to doe; becauſe 
there is fulneſſein him. Now, Ibeſcech you take 


\notthis exhortation 1n vaine. For there is no- 


thing wore cftectuall ro heale a rebellious heart, 
ro inſtill ſoveraigne ſaving Grace, to Cauſea fin- 
ner tochange his courſe, than to bee perſwaded 
thathe ſhall be raken ro mercy, and that his ſins 
(hall be forgiven in Chriſt, 

Even as the thiefe while the Hue and Cry pur- 


ns 


ſueshim, never returnes willingly; Rebels and | 
Eyrats,, 
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| Pyrats, while the Proclamation of rebellion is | 
againſt them, never come in - bur if there be a | 
Proclamation ct pardon, yea of ſome great ad- 
vancement , if that bee beleeved once truely, | 
| thac, and nothing/bur that cauſeth chem to lay 
downethcir courſes, and become loy all and lo- | 
pron ſubjects - ſo 15 it with poore ſinners upon 
| the apprehenſion of Chriſts willing ſupply. Ther- 
| fore let the fulneſſe of the mercy of Chriſt move | 
as to lay downe our armes of rebellion, and to | 
chuſe God for our God, and to give cur felves 
wholly unto him. And thus T paſſe the fulneſſe 
' given to Chriſt, 

Now next view for whom it is. Iris for us| 2 
That wee may receive grace ſor grace, Note, that |All grace is 
 asthereisa fulneſſe ot grace in Chriſt, ſo is It 'c _ ae” ans; 
| for this alc, that all era ce may bee received. As | | 
all Starres ſhine in the lighr of the Sunne : 
ſo doe all the Saints through grace re- 
| ceived. | 
| The Scripture is evident for this. 7t 4s /phy, wy, 
G OD that worketh in you both to will and to | 
| doe , Of DMS vood pleaſure, KY ce are not ſuffi- 3 Cor. 3+. F- 
cient of our ſelves to thinke any thing , as of 
our ſelues : bat our ſufficiency is of GOD. 59 
that all. grace, and all preparations to grace, | 
land all ability to accepr grace, 18 all from 
God, andnot of our ſelves, ( whatſoever men | 
dreame) and that for the(? reaſons, 

Becaule nothing can worke beyond the| I 
Spheare of it's owne reach : the effet# excee-| 
deth not the cauſe. Therefore it is impoſbble | 
C 2 for | 


— 
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for corrupt nature to get ſaupernaturall. grace , 
(or to doe any action preparing , inchning , Or 
| bending the will unto it. For as the water 
cannot heate , which 1s an action above the 
nature of 1t, untill an higher principle of na- 
ture be infuſed into it : no more can meere na- 
ture doe any thing tending to ſaving grace, 
having no principle in it felfe whereby it 
can razſe 1t. 

Indeede , co will is ,naturall, bur co will 
good, is ſupernaturall Sand muſt needes a- 
riſe from an higher Wels head then nature is. 
For as an Hatchet will cut when it is handled 
but with a common hand, but ro make a 
Chaire , or Stoole, or like artificial thing , 
Influentias | except 1t have the influence of an Artificer , 1t 
artificie cannot : ſo though to will bee narurall, yer 
to will well, ro doe a ſ{upernaturall worke in 
a ſapernaturall and holy way it cannot, ex- 
cept it have the influence of a ſupernaturall a- 
yent to guide and dirett it, 

Application. From this conſideration ariſe two Corolla- 
ries to direct our judgements, and practiſes. 
[ Firſt, tor our judgements , this part ſhewes 
- eo the crrour of the Pelagians, who aſcribe the 
beginnings, preparations, and abilities, of our 

| accepting of grace to our ſelves, and our owne 
| free will, although the complement be of God. 

| Bur you ſee ( by that which hath beene faid) 

& | thatnot onely the full ſtreames , bur that e- 
| very drop of grace hath beene received from 
| his tulneſſe, 


This 
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This errour of theirs proceeds from their 
[not wejore 0s aright berwixt ac quiſite 


| habies, and thoſe that are infuſed, 


| Indeed, in acquiſire habirs thea&ts goe before | 
| the habits, and prepare for it. Bac in infuſed ha- | 
| birs it is cleane concrary. Ir 1s with them, as with | 
the naturall powers of the ſoule, We have firſt the 
| faculty of ſeeing before we ſee , and of hearing | 
| before wee heare :'{o have wee firſt the infuſed | 
| habirs before wee exerci(e the operarions of it. | 
| For as the Wheele doth nor runne. thatir may be | 
| made round: ſo che heart doth not' firſt doe the | 
' ation whereby it may bee ſet in a good frame: | 


| but itis firft faſhioned, and made a new creature 
| by grace, and then it doth performe ations, and 


| bring forth fruits worthy amendment of life. | 
For that which 1s ſaid ofthe ſoule, it doth frame F abricere fibi 


an houſe for it ſcife, and frame it felfe a roome, is dorkilium. 
| astruely faid of grace z it uſerth no harbenger: for 


| nothing can prepare for grace, but grace. 


| Ifirbeobjected, that ſuch as Sereca, and So- | 


| crates were much enlighrened, and did alſo ap- 
prove the Law in the Inner min, and had nor 
' onely an offer ſome way, but had a certaine kind 


| of univerfall and common grace. 


This priviledge cannor bee denyed ro many | 


| of the Heathen z whoas Alchimiſts , though they 


miſſe of their end, yet they finde many excellent 
things by the way. So though they tayied of the 
righrend, of the glory of God, yer were they not | 
deſticure of many comon'& excellent gifts, where- 

in though one did goe far beyond another, as Se- 


necd 


| 


Sol, 


0b, 
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| uecabeyond Nero, yet, as they fay of finnes that | 


— 


they doe all alike paſſe the rule of reGitude, | 
though ſome goe turther beyond it then others; | 
ſo were they all deſtitute of Originall righteouſ: | 
neſſe, though ſome were more inlighrned from | 
ir chen others; allarealike dead in (ins, though | 
ſome as dead bodies were putrified,& corrupted | 
more then others. 
Now todirett our, prattife. If all grace bee re- | 
| ceived, then heſt deferre nor repentance, For no | 
| repeutance is acceptable to ſalvation, but what 


I pat RY 
'We muſt not proceeds from ſanctitying grace, and that you ſce 


Tance, 


——— 
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d.ferre repen-| 15 received, and given to God as he pleaſeth. 1t 3s | 


| not in him that willeth, nor in him that runneth, 


Rom, 9. 15! bt hee bath compaſſion 0n whon hee will, and 


| whom hee will he hardenerh. As I aid, the ſpi- 
' rit breatheth where, and when hee pleaſeth. 
| Theretore wee ſhould doe as the Millers and 
| Marriners, take the Gale when it commeth, 
| and make uſe of it; becauſe they have not the 
[wind in a Battle, | 
Suppoſe a man were to paſſe the Seas in twenty 

| Gayer upon paine of death; if the wind ſhould 
blow the firſt, ſgcond, and third dayes, no wiſe 
man would omit that opportunity, becauſe hee 

| knowes, the windsarenot in his power. But if 
the ſpirit ſhall breach into, our hearts good mori- 
[ons of turning toGod unfainedly in our yourh, 
| yeares of age, or whenſoever, it is the greateſt 
| wiſedome14rhe world to take the opportunity, 
| and nor ro put itott, Who knowes whether ever 
[1t will be t1ad againe or no ? How many thou- 
ſands 
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ſands arein Hell, who thought to have repented, 
| and did not, becauſe they negletted the brea- 
things of the Spirit when they were offered? 

There arecertaine acceptable times, after which 
God offereth graceno more to them that wilful- 


ly refuſe. Happy is he that knowes the dey of his ' 
| viſctation,, and the things that belong to his 
peace, which Jeruſalem didnor, and therefore 
Chriſt wept overit z which $Saxl and the Jewes | 
in 7eremies time did not, and therefore God for- 


eaine rimes when the Angell moved in the poole 
of Betheſda, and hee that then ſtepr in was hea- 
led - ſo are there certaine acceptable times, 
wherein G«.d doth, as it were, thaw and ſoften 
the hearts of men, and then this rime muſt bee 
taken. Ir is wiſedome with the husbandmen, 


bad him to pray for them. As there were cer- | 


then to put in the Plough when the ground is 
ſoft : forthe heart in ſuch cafes is like to the 1- 
ron in the furnace, eaſily wrought upon ; but | 
ſtay white itiscold, and it will not fo eaſily be 
faſhioned. 

I beſcech you therefore bee exhorted co take 
the opportunity - and be not like them, of whom 


downe the head for a day , while ſome ({torme of | 
ourward, or inward trouble 15 upon them, bur 
when a faire Sun-ſhine day 15 come to dry it up 
againe, they lift up cheir heads as upright as 
ever. 
| If any man would fit downe, and caſt his 
choughtrs rogerher, but one halfe houre, and _ 
| D er 
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Eſay complaineth, who like Bnll-ruſhes doe hang 1c .+ 


| 


———— 
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ſider this ſeriouſly , 7 have but a little time to 
live here, } have another place where 7 muſt live to | 
| all eternity : as T ſpend this ſhort time here, ſoſball | 
it be with me there and then for ever no more. It | 
a mans thoughts (I ſay) were ſuch, I ſhould | 
wonder if any thing elſe thould rake up our in- | 
centions, bur to rake our ſeaſons, and make ſure | 
our elettions. But, alas , we are robbed of our | 
ſelves by our worldly delights, and iz great ear- 
neſineſſe and contention we ſpend our ſelves in tri» 
fles. Bur if wee would: not have with the Mer- 
chant an eſtate hanging por ropes, and depen- 
ding upon uncertaine winds; how. much lefſe 
ſhould a man have his ſalvation depending upon 
uncertainties, ſeeing grace ( whence repentance 
proceeds) is, as you ſee, received, and not in 
our owne power ? 

Buthere moſt miſtake repentance , and rhat is 
the cauſe why ir 1s deferred. Iris not onely a /or- 
row for finne (as itis commonly thought ro be ;) 
nor aleaving of finne ont of feare of Hell, and deſire 
to bee ſaved, which a man may doe our of the 
ſtrength of nature, wiſedome , and providence 
tor his owne fatery : but it is ( whenir accompa- 
nies ſalvation ) a much different thing, ro wit, 
an at of life by one that was dead, an at of a 
new creature by one that was old : it is the change 
of the whole frame of the heart, as ifanother ſoule 
dweltin the ſame body, or, as he ſaid, 7 am not 
my ſelſe, by repentange I differ from what I was. 
Ina word; whena man is a quite other man then 


—_— 


he was, ſerving God out of an inward propenſi. | 


on, 
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on, and having the whole bent of his heart tur- 
ned to delight in the Lord, and in his Law, with- 
out all by-reſpects. 

And that this yet may be made clearer,and put 
out of all doubr, I would aske you this one que- 
| ſtion. That repentance which men take up in 
| age, or times of extremity, whence proceeds it? 
| If from ſelfe love, as isuſuall in ſach caſes, (be- 
| cauſe the ſoule is then moſt ſtrongly poſſefled 
| withan apprehenſion of death, and hcil, and ano- 

ther life ) then there is no more chen narure in 
| him: for che ſtreame naturally riſeth no higher 
' then the fountaine. A beaſt would as much , for 
| when hee finkes into danger hee would (truggle 
' roſavehimſelfe. Butifir proceede from love to 
God, why isitnor done ſooner, why nor in the 
| flower of youth 2 yea, when it is done ſooneſt, 
| would wenot be heartily forry thar it is not done 

ſooner? It irproceede of love to him, it cannot 
bur. riſe from his holy Spirit, the breathings 
| whereof as they are moſt hou ſo are they moſt 
precious. Therefore when ſuch a ſparke is kind- 
led in our hearts, let us be carefull ro put faell un- 
' toit, andnot let it goe out againe. All the crea» 
; tures in heaven, and earth , cannot helpe us to 
' them againe* yea, the beſt ordinances are but as 
| pennes without Inke, and empty Conduit Pipes 
which give nor one drop of true grace, except 
Chriſt, who 1s che founraine pleaſerh ro convey 
it by them. 

Therefore ler us take heede how wee let ſuch 
motions riſe like bubbles, and breake againe, or 
D2 goe 
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bee received 


bee idle. 
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Sol. 
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goe ourhke {parkes vpon wet Tinder ; leaſt often 
checking, ſnibbing, and quenching the ſpirit, in 
the end wee bee found guilty of re/sſting the Holy 
Ghoſt, and then God ſware in bis wrath, that wee 
ſhall not enter into his reſt. 


Though grace; 


we muſt not 


Here, by the way, obſerve, thas this Dodrine 
teacheth usnor tobe idle ( rhongh all grace bee 
received from Chriſt ) wee mult not therefore 
lcave all ro God( as we are ſlandered to ſay and 
doe : )buras Saint Pax! makes the conſequence, 
becauſe God worketh in you the will and the deed, | __ 
therefore worke ont your ſalvation with feare and./ 
trembling. Others may be thought contrarily to ' 
inferre, our ſelves worke in our ſelves the will-; 
and the deed. therefore wee neede nor worke our 
our ſalyation with ſuch feare and. trembling, ſee- | 
we may doe it at our pleaſure, | 

Bur it will bee ſaid , rhisisan hard caſe, al- 
though a man would repent yer hee cannot, al- 
though hedeſire toſerve God, yet itis impoſſible | 
except he receiveit. Toremove this (cruple wee | 


| muſt know, that Godis exceeding free and open | 


| handedin giving grace, if it bee taken in time. 


And ifyee will nor beleeve it, Saint Job comes | 
hereandrels you, 1 have receivedoft his fulneſle, | 
and not I onely, but wee, thatis, I, and all che 
Saints that cirher are, or have beene, and fince 
Saint Johns rims. many thouſands, and (hall nor 
ſuch a cloud of witne ſwade ns? If a Beg- 
ger heare ofan open houſe kept, or a great dole | 
given, it afteCterh him, and mvites him to goe ; 
| bur when he ſees many comming from it with 
a 
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[armes full, "and laps full; is 'hee then confi-] = 
dent, rhis addeth Wings to him. Soif a ficke | 
mandoe but heare' of a famons Phylitian, or 
an healing well, ir ſtirrs him up-ro greand 
try; but if hee meere with many hundreds, 
| and thouſands comming from thence , and 
ſaying, I have beene with him and am cu- 
red, I have beene there and am healed ,| 
then hee makes no queſtion, So doth Saint | 
Jobn heere, all wee have received grace for | 
grace, therefore come. As a bird that hath 
received from a full heape, cals his fellowes: 
ſo doe wee one another. Say not therefore, 
Alas my ſinnes are 10 Frene , my: wants {© 
many, that I (hall nor be fupplyed - bar ra. 
ther thinke thus, if there was grace for ſo 
many, then ſurely there is enough for mee. 


time, when it iy offered in' the howre of ſal- 
vation, leaſt ofren grieving the ſpirit, God 
ſuffer his ſpirit to ſtrive no longer, andrthen 'g,,,_ s. 
thongh zee - ſtrive ro enter yee bee not able,'1 4 
becauſe ( as I faid) GOD hath ſworne yee 
ſhall not enter for ever. 

Secondly, if all grace be received, then let] 2 


gracious are the moſt gratefull. Secondly, let Fers, 
us carry our ſelves in humility rowards men. | 1 
For what have wee that we have not received ? With 
ſhall our purſe or veſſel] boaſt it ſelfe againſt ano-|'* ©% 


| 
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ed 


Onely bee ſure ro receive it in an acecptable |z Cor. 6. 


ns bee affected as receivers. Firſt , let us bee Wee mu ul 
thankefull ro God for all receits. The moſt *f*%ed © 


Face as recehs 
thankes/ 


ther, becauſe the owner hath put more gold, and |\,;.\v. uu 
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3 
With prayer. 


I 
Both in pri- 
Vatc. 


2 
[And in pub, 
like prayer. 


a 


prayer lawſaul. 


* | any thing meerely given, and received, that 


Ser formes of! 


| more precious liquor into ir? or ſhall the 
| wall thar gliftereth with the Sunne-beames, 
| exalt jr ſelte againſt another that ſtandeth in 
| the ſhadow? Thirdly, let us begge grace at 
GODS: hand by prayer. For in obtaining 


is the moſt proper meanes; therefore prayer 
1s laid ro bee the banquet of grace : and it is 
a true obſervation, that a man of much prayer, 
is a man of much grace. 

Now prayer is either publike, or private. 
Private, 1s that whereby wee expreſſe our 
private and publike occations ro GOD e- 
very day; wherein wee renue our repentance 
| Covenants of abſtaining from the finne 
wee are moſt prone unto , and doing the 
duties whereto wee are molt unapt : in a 
word , that whereby wee doe every day ſet 
our hearts (treighrt before GOD in all things. 
This 1s the very life of Religioz, and in this 
wee-mult bee frequent and fervent, binding 
our ſelves with an invincible reſolarion to 
keepe a conſtant courſe in it : but of this 
there 15 no doubt. 

The next is Pwublike Prayer , which becauſe 
it is more queſtioned, and nor received of 
all wich the reverence it ſhould, I will adde 
a word or two of it, and ſo conclude. 

Thar a ſet forme of Prayer is lawfull , much 
neede not bee faid. The very newneſle of the 
contrary opinion 1s enongh ro (ſhew the va- 
nity and falſhood of ir. Ir is contrary to the 
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| 
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| 


as 


| paſſages of them. Upon which Jiricus faith , 'ruxc remporis 
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approved judgemenrs of approved Councels, 
Learned Fathers, and the continnall praiſe of 
the Church. Tertullian, who lived a hutle above | 
an hundred yeares of the Apoſtles Death, ſaith, (7,109 ky 
Set and ordinary Prayer going before , it 18 lawfull 'ria cratione jus 
to build upon them other Petitions, This ſhewes Jef ſu perſia. 
that they had ſome ordinary ſer allowed pray- |**"P*oner, 
ers, to which ſome others might bee added in | 
wordsoft more liberty. 

In origens time, wholived neere Tertallian, 
it 15 evident, thar there were ſer formes of 
Prayer uſed in the Church. For, in his eleventh | 
Homily, hee repeateth and expoundeth ſome ' 


Without doubt, at that time, they had certaine certas quaſde 
formes of Prayer. Saing Baſs!, 1n his ſixty (ixe E- panes. rs 
piſtle faith, that there were aſed Letanies in the' b. buerurr, 
Neocefarian Churches : And Ambroſe in his | 
rime afhrmeth, that the wſe of Letanies was fre- OF Os 
= Conſtantine the Great preſcribed a ſet rum of fre 
rme of Prayer to his Souldiers , which is ſer q=evcem. 
downe by Exſebiws in his fourth Booke. And | 
Calvine mn his eighty third Epiſtle ro the Pro- 
teqor of England, ſaith, that be doth greatly allow | 
aſet forme of Eccleſtaſticall Prayer, which the Mi- | 
niſter ſhould be bound to obſerve. Bur (as I aid be- | 
fore) of the lawfalneſſe there is no queſtion. | 
That which is ro bee reprehended , 1s a fecrer publike pray- 


- 
— 
- 


diſ-eſteeme of publike prayers, by reaſon of _ 
which many negle& rocome tothem, and they | L 
that doe come, doe it in a perfunctory, and 
overly 
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; The fulneſſe 


ee II es 
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| overly manner , which is an extreame mad- 


'neſſe. Betrer it were that men would come 
'to this disjundtion  cither ir is lawfull 
'to uſe them, or not : if not, why doe 
they not wholly abſtaine ? if 6, why doe 
| they not uſe them lawfully in a reverend 


manner ? 
One thing there is which if ic were 


\well conſidered , would breede in our 
' men another eſteeme of Publike Pray- 
er then indeede there 1s; and that is, 
'that , beſide the end of attaining what | 


| 


wee want , ( wherein yet publike Prayer | 
bath a promiſe ) there is. another end 
of Prayer, and that is, to Worſhip! 


'GOD , and to performe a ſervice to 
'him, For proving of which there are ewo| 


places of Scripture unanſwerable. nn 


ſerved G O D with faſting and Prayer, 


night and day. And the Prophets and. 
| Teachers of Amrtioch , miniſtred to the. 
LORD , or obſerved a Liturgy to the| 


LORD , whence the Word Liturgy is 


derived : and this ſhould breede reve-; 


rence. 

Ob, Belides, how ſlight is that which is 
objected againſt the lawfulneſſe of it, to 
wit , that the ſpirit ss ſtinted when wee 
are tertered with words appointed ? Sol. 
| anſwer , the freedome "of the fpirir 
ſtands not ſo much im the extent of, 


words, | 


MC AA 


SrateandCharch; we adde to it more generall - 
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words, 2s in the intention of Fae wherein 
they are urtered. + | 

0b. It is againe objefed that we cannot. 
pray for onall neceſſines, | 

Sol. I anſwer, chat therefore we bind not 
onely eo woes toms may and onghe to uſe 

ate prayer wherein we may expreſfſe our pri- 
_ rarticnlss, and accedinrall occaſions. And 
if they be more — there be prayers borh 
before and after Sermons'( according to order ) 
wherein the Miniſter is left at more liberty, ac+' 
cording to fuller apprehenſion of the Lords prayer. 
Andifir bee yet more generall belonging to the 


and publike prayers, asin the time of publike in-, 
; —_ Warre,, and the Gun:powder Treaſon 

a 

Bur: there needs not much tobe ſaid roconvince 
the judgement: that which is chiefly robe deſired 
15, —_— may be better obſerved, and more e» 
ſteemed : eſpecially ſeeing our publike prayersare | 
holy, md <2 and( which ſhould be a great in- 
ducement) the Church bath commanded them, For | 
iftheChurch be robe obeyed in indifterenerhings 
(as ir is) then much more in'Gods owne Ordi- 
nances. Andifa ſet formebelawfull, then muſta 


ſer forme needsexcell, which is dictated by Chriſt |4,. ....iea. 
himſelfe, and'is therefore more frequently ro bce ky of theLocds 


uſed , and with all reverence both in minde [Fr3Ye"- 


and geſture. 
Nordorh this want the prattiſe and apprebati- 
E 


On 
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, on of the ancienteſt, Ir '1s Saint Cy priams ſpeech, | 
ucimperramut by haw much #he more effeGually doe we obdeincthat_. 

2207 panes | 
pt wations \his owne rayer. Ad Sainc Angnſtine laith, Learne | 
tam#s.Diſci- yo, and bold without book: the Lords Prager , and | 
| with dll the Saints utter it with one ſame-ſoun.,| 
| ding Yoyce. 


vanto effics- 


rationem ds- 


which we a#he in Chyifts name, of we doe a6ke it in | 


| | 
Thus if weeywould ſhew our ſelves affected as | 
good receivers borh in privare and publike pray- | 
ers, wee ſhall knde that ſacceſe which both 

Jobn and the reſt of Gods Saints found ,- who | 
of his fulneſke recerved grace for grace. This | 
God grant for Iefus Chrilt his fake, | 


| 
| 
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Perlegi hanc Concionem , dig- | 
namque judico qux typis man- | 


detur, 
T ho. Wyker, Chap. . 
| | Dom. . Epile. Lond. 
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